Comparative Study of Malaysian and Thailand Press Editorials on the Coverage of ‘Crisis in Southern Thailand’ from 2015-2016 by Saini, Muhamad Farid & Kassim, Azahar
PROCEEDINGS SMMTC POSTGRADUATE SYMPOSIUM 2018 
 
SMMTC POSTGRADUATE SYMPOSIUM 2018 |285 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
This research to identify a crisis from Southern 
Thailand through news from online media from 
four different presses which are The New Straits 
Times, The Star, The Nation and Pattani Post. 
The period of study is 2015 and 2016, method 
will be use in this research is comparative 
analysis because the news from both country 
will be compared to see the numbers of news, 
style of reporting and the view from the editor of 
press. Crisis can be defined as general term that 
separate into many types such as Economic 
crises, environmental crises, gun-violence crises, 
and national security crises (Henderon Laura, 
2014). While (Janusz Bguajski, 2011) define 
crisis can be divided to three basic varieties such 
as intra-state, inter-state, trans-state, that come 
from the different format to keep challenging 
governance institution also multinational 
institution. Intra-state is community crisis that 
created by certain factors such as political 
depressed, economic distressed, and inequalities 
of growing, impacting toward government 
legitimacy, a breakdown of law and order and 
keep up increase unable governability.  
 
PROBLEM STATEMENT 
 
The problem statement during the study are, to 
see how four different press are framing the 
issue of crisis in southern Thailand and how the 
information presented on the online news, is it 
complete, fair, clear, and simple. To publish 
news to audiences need to be very 
understandable to people to react towards the 
issue. 
To see the number of news released from the 
four presses, from that it will see how the media 
makes news about this crisis and important to 
show to the public. Usually to choose a topic to 
publish on the online media it has to be fit with 
the human interest, and capable to attract the 
audience to going deeper about the issue.  
To compare media press between Malaysia and 
Thailand, in term of style of reporting and their 
attention on presenting the information to 
audiences. Plus, every media will has their 
agenda to fulfil. 
Finally, to see the relation between news value 
and the audiences of press, and how the news 
can bring viewers into further analytical thinking 
toward the information. 
 
OBJECTİVE RESEARCH 
 
In this contact, the purpose of study is to see the 
news framing of issue in southern Thailand from 
different angle, perspective, numbers, and 
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countries. The sources are from four different 
online papers such as New Straits Times, The 
Star and another two newspapers from Thailand 
called The Nation, and Pattani Post. Discussion 
will focus on news coverage of the issues from 
2015 to 2016 in order to identify the objective, it 
is 
 To identify the frequency of crisis in 
southern Thailand from four different 
press. 
 To identify the issues of the news 
coverage of crisis in southern Thailand 
from the four papers. 
 To compare the numbers of news from 
the both countries. 
 To identify about the framing of the 
discussion regarding the issue. 
 To identify the relation between news 
value and the audiences of four press. 
 To identify the proximity of the issue 
toward the audiences. 
 
2.0 Literature Reviews 
The first research of that dominantly exactly 
with this research is Azahar Kasim (2015) 
studied the framing of crisis in southern 
Thailand from the mainstream press in Malaysia, 
the crisis related to insurgency, and insecurity of 
three states, Pattani, Yala, Narathiwat since 
1960. In this research researcher find a data 
about news framing crisis on southern Thailand 
using the same theory and methodology but in 
the different period of study and use single 
sources from the printed media in Malaysia. 
Newspaper that has been chosen is Harian 
Metro, Berita Harian, and News Straits Times, 
from January 1st 2013 to December 31st 2013. 
Based from the result showed, 10 issues from 
139 issues classified as published. And finding 
showed, the issue of attacked dominate in 
Harian Metro reporting, and in Berita Harian 
with violation crisis, while New Straits Times 
are talking about peace negotiations. 
 Another research being a part of past 
review is Parry K (2010), studied about the 
visual framing analysis of Israel-Lebanon 
conflict from British press which is The Times 
and The Guardian. The objectives research are 
to compare and contrast the use of photographs 
in two newspapers in British, and second is to 
build and a test a model of visual framing 
analysis which is take seriously both to visuals 
elements and verbal context of the photographs. 
The method that has been use is coding schema, 
in the coding schema there are question will be 
ask for example newspaper, date, page, relevant 
headline, caption, and graphic nature, the other 
method is framing analysis in this method focus 
on photographic framing and linguistic framing 
from that can see the relationship between this 
two type framing and how it’s can affect 
between each other. 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
According to (Shafie, 1986) the purpose of 
research is to find the truth. It is something that 
are logically about the phenomena and will 
never get to end close result which is the new 
fact or information can be grow up from the 
research. Plus, it is maybe will change the result 
and the audience knowledge will keep moving 
and changing. 
 
Framing 
 
The period of study is two years from January 
2015 to December 2016, every news that related 
to the crisis in southern Thailand will be pick out 
and analyse in term of content, interviewed, and 
the approached to overcome this issue. As a 
concern framing will be the main theory and 
Semetko and Valkenburg has been chosen for 
this research. 
 
Content Analysis 
 
The methodology in this research is a content 
analysis, it is a method to analyse the history of 
news content, program, and also photo. Content 
analysis is versatile tool for social sciences and 
media researchers to adopt this method for 
historical and political research as well (Holsti, 
1968). Other than that, content analysis also is a 
both manifest and latent content still require 
interpretation but the interpretations vary in 
depth and level of abstraction (Graneheim and 
Lundman 2004). And sometime the data from 
the analysis could be the same result of the 
agendas of certain media company whether it is 
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work it or the otherwise, content analysis can 
also be used to investigate both substantives  (or 
content) and form (or formal) features of a text. 
Substantive features refer to what is being said 
in the message. Form features refer to how it is 
being said (Schreier 2012).  
 
Thematic Analysis 
 
Thematic analysis is common in qualitative 
research, this analysis is to emphasize of the data 
set and it is a type of qualitative analysis, the 
function of thematic analysis to analyse 
classification and present theme that relate to the 
data. It illustrates the data in great detail and 
deals with diverse subjects via interpretation 
(Boyatzis 1998). 
 
Comparative Analysis 
 
In this research, will compare four different 
online presses about how they framing the issue 
of crisis in southern Thailand, and in the same 
time try to differentiate the views from Malaysia 
and Thailand. 
 Comparative research is the common 
methodology in the social sciences that 
concentrate on with comparison across different 
countries or cultures. A main issue in 
comparative research is the sets of finding in 
different countries may not use the same group, 
or define categories differently. The purpose of 
comparative research is to exploring diversity in 
the same time to unravel the different causal 
conditions connected to different outcomes. For 
example, a researcher might examine the causes 
of different type of government repression. 
Some repressive governments, for example, may 
simply harass their opponents. 
 
Coding 
 
In this research, the coding will be use analysis 
is Nvivo 10, (Rio Surmani. S, 2013), the 
application that will be use to proses, manage, 
analyse, and interpret the data in a qualitative 
form. Usually researchers will have with the 
issue of dumping source that are produce from 
varieties of sources. 
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